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INSIDE  N.I. 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


No  new  applications  for  membership  were  received  since  the  last  report.  Any 
members  needing  material  for  recruiting  are  urged  to  write  to  the  Membership 
Chairman. 


Regular  Membership  Converted  to  Life  Membership: 

LM-114  Buzz  Patch,  P.  O.  Box  17197,  Tucson,  Arizona  85731 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


Name 

Donation 

Preference  of  Use 

BESSENYEY,  Frances 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

COLES,  Peter  J. 

$20.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

GILBOY,  Frank  F. 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

GRAMS,  Gabriel  A. 

$15.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

HUHN,  Norman  E. 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

LINN,  Kenneth  M. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

MIKESKA,  Jurgen 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

MERNICK,  Phillip 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

WEBSTER,  Cecil 

$25.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to  the  NI 
Library. 

Stephen  M.  Huston 

BC85.SpeR:  1992:CDFC 

SPECK,  R.  S./HUSTON,  STEPHEN  M. 

Constantine’ s Dafne  Coinage  at  Constantinople.  A new  study  of  the 
local  coinage  during  the  building  of  the  new  capital  city,  with 
historical  introduction,  and  revised  chronology  and  variety  ratings. 
Pub.  1992,  12pp,  w/plate. 

Randolph  Zander 
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GB  lO.Stac:  1980:  YUBD 
STACKS 

The  Yale  University  Brasher  Doubloon. 

Pub.  1980,  12pp,  illus. 

II.  Our  thanks  also  to  John  L.  Pieratt  for  his  donation  of  his  work  on  Desert  Storm 
air  drop  leaflets,  copies  of  Indo  China  lottery  tickets  (early  1940),  and  Vietnam  lottery 
tickets  for  the  period  from  late  1960  through  early  1990.  All  of  this  material  is 
available  to  those  doing  research  in  these  fields. 

HI.  The  following  is  a list  of  slide  sets  available  for  check  out  from  the  NI  Library. 
Each  set  is  accompanied  by  script  and/or  cassette  for  the  speaker. 

1.  Nurnberg  Furth  Transportation  Tokens  (45  slides)  and  Regensburg 
Strassbahn  Geld  (39  slides) 

2.  Medieval  Italian  Coinage  (40  slides) 

3.  Forty  Years  of  Chinese  Crowns  (39  slides) 

4.  Central  American  Federation  (32  slides) 

5.  The  Legends  and  Heroes  of  Mexican  Coinage  (34  slides) 

6.  Money  in  Early  America  (40  slides,  cassette)  (ANS) 

7.  Coinage  of  the  Americas  (40  slides,  cassette)  (ANS) 

8.  Dutch  Coinage  Mint  and  Mintmaster  Marks  (34  slides) 

9.  Roman  Coinage  Denominations  (32  slides) 

10.  The  Medieval  Coinage  of  Castile  and  Leon  (36  slides) 

11.  Survey  of  Byzantine  Coinage  (36  slides) 

12.  Identification  of  German  States  Minors  (30  slides) 

13.  Crowns  of  the  World,  Countries  A-I  (59  slides)  (ANA  #40) 

14.  Crowns  of  the  World,  Countries  J-Z  (61  slides)  (ANA  #41) 

15.  Crowns  Minor  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  19th  and  20th  Centuries, 
Western  Hemisphere,  Part  I.  (34  slides)  (ANA  #26) 

16.  Crowns  Minor  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  19th  and  20th  Centuries, 
Western  Hemisphere,  Part  DL  (34  slides)  (ANA  #27) 
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17.  Ships  and  Boats  on  Modem  Coins  (45  slides)  (ANA  #42) 

18.  State  Federal  Coppers  of  Mexico  (43  slides)  (ANA  #56) 

19.  Christopher  Columbus  - The  Great  Discoverer  (57  slides) 

20.  Pillars,  Portraits  and  Pesos  (46  slides) 

21.  Mexican  First  Decimal  Coins  (49  slides) 

22.  The  Coinage  of  George  III  of  England  (36  slides) 

23.  Ancient  Chinese  Coinage  (30  slides) 

24.  A Short  Smattering  of  Prussian  History  (33  slides) 

25.  English  Silver  Crowns,  Edward  VI  to  Elizabeth  II  (30  slides)  (Seaby 
#SS5) 

26.  Coins  of  Bible  Days,  Fourth  Century  B.C.  to  Second  Century  A.D.  (30 
slides)  (Seaby  #SS8) 

27.  Medieval  Coinage  of  Western  Europe  (47  slides)  (ANA  #20) 

28.  Coins  with  Special  Significance  (44  slides)  (ANA  #17) 

29.  British  Campaign  (War)  Medals  (49  slides)  (ANA  #22) 

30.  The  Wonderful  World  of  Trade  Dollars  (40  slides)  (ANA  #34) 

31.  Coins  of  Early  Christianity  (38  slides)  (ANA  #46) 

32.  Art  on  Paper  Money  (34  slides)  (ANA) 

33.  Some  Unusual  Minor  Coinage  of  the  German  States  (41  slides) 

34.  Foreign  Minting  Errors 

35.  Wonderful  World  of  Chop  Marks  (55  slides) 

36.  The  Development  of  Coinage  in  the  Near  East,  1844-1944  (35  slides) 

37.  Dating  Systems  on  Coins  (66  slides) 

38.  Roman  Medallions  (24  slides) 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 
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RULES  FOR  SUBMITTING  MATERIAL  TO  THE  NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE 


The  NI  Attribution  Service  will  accept  items  for  attribution.  The  following  rules  must 
be  complied  with  when  sending  material  for  attribution. 

1.  Members  may  submit  a maximum  of  ten  (10)  items  per  shipment. 

2.  Members  may  send  one  shipment  during  the  January-June  period  and  one 
shipment  during  the  July-December  period. 

3.  Members  must  send  the  shipment  to:  NI  Attribution  Service 

P.  O.  Box  670013 
Dallas,  Texas  75367-0013 

4.  Members  must  send  a letter  stating  how  many  items  are  included  in  the 
shipment,  the  amount  of  return  postage  included,  and  any  other  pertinent 
information  or  special  instruction. 

5.  Each  item  sent  must  be  in  it’s  own  holder,  envelope,  2x2  envelope  or  flip 
and  must  be  identified  with  a number  from  1 to  10  and  the  member’s  name 
on  the  holder. 

6.  Items  must  be  sent  for  attribution  for  identification  only.  NO  ESTIMATES  OF 
VALUE  will  be  given. 

7.  Items  sent  for  attribution  will  be  returned  within  45  days  of  receipt. 

8.  We  will  endeavor  to  attribute  or  identify  each  item  sent  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  our  present  attribution  personnel  are  lacking  in  expert 
knowledge  in  Arabic,  Indian  Native  States  and  Ancient  coinages.  We  are 
striving  to  recruit  personnel  who  are  knowledgeable  in  these  areas. 

Dr.  Howard  L.  Ford 
Attribution  Chairman 

4c  4 4®  4c  4c  4c  4®  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c 

NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

Medal  Money. — A copper  piece,  affecting  to  be  of  ten  centimes,  has  got  into 
a certain  circulation  in  France,  of  which  a note  may  be  fittingly  made.  It  bears  the 
head  of  Napoleon  III,  in  a Prussian  helmet.  Around  the  neck  is  a dog’s  collar,  with 
a ring.  Upon  it  is  inscribed  "Sedan."  The  circular  legend  is  "Napoleon  HI.,  le 
Miserable;  80,000  Prisonniers."  On  the  reverse,  an  owl  perched  on  a cannon;  around, 
"Vampire  Fran^ais.  2 Dec.,  1851.  Sept.,  1870." 

Taken  from  Notes  & Queries,  5th  Series, 

Vol.  1,  p.519  (June  1874). 

(Submitted  by  Bob  Forrest) 
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GREEK  CHURCH  TOKENS  FROM 
AN  ANATOLIAN  VILLAGE 

Kenneth  M.  Mackenzie,  Tenafly,  New  Jersey,  NI  # 364 


20  [Paras] 


Legend  (reading  clockwise): 

AnOYTTHTOPIOY  ©EOAOIDY  EN  KEABEPI  (St.  Gregory 
Theologian  in  Kelbeti).  The  name  of  the  parochial  church  of  the 
village  of  Kelbeti. 

In  the  center: 

Ornament  above  20  * ft*  and  1888  below,  (i.e.  a crude  Arabic  "20") 


10  [Paras] 

Legend:  An  acronymic  which  is  followed  by  several  slashes  after  the 
"K".  I = (IEPOE)  N = (NAOE)  TP  = (TPHTOPIOY)  GAT  = 
(GEOAOrOY)  E = (EN)  K = (KEABEPH) 
Holy/Church/Gregory/Theologian/in/Kelbeti. 

In  the  center: 

Ornament  above  10  * I • and  1888  below,  (i.e.  a crude  Arabic  "10") 

The  two  specimens  described  above  were  in  the  hands  of  a dealer  in  Istanbul  a few 
months  ago  and  came  to  my  attention  as  unattributed  tokens. 

They  are  typical  of  the  uniface  bracteates  made  of  thin  brass  (or  tin),  inscribed  with 
the  name  of  the  church,  value  and  location,  which  circulated  in  the  Ottoman  Empire 
during  the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries.1  The  lack  of  small  denominational 
coins  in  the  provinces  seems  to  have  been  the  main  cause  why  the  Committees  of  the 
Greek  and  Armenian  Church  governments  issued  them,  primarily  for  use  in 
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collections.  They  were  redeemable  by  the  Committee  even  when  they  actually 
circulated  in  the  villages  and  towns  for  commercial  reasons  until  the  government  put 
a stop  to  them,  as  they  did  for  the  paper  and  cardboard  tokens  which  preceded  them 
in  many  churches. 

The  legends  on  these  two  1888  specimens  show  that  they  were  struck  in  a small 
village  named  KELBETI  (or  Kelveti,  Gelberi,  Gelveri ) also  known  as  KARVALI 
which  is  situated  in  the  diocese  of  the  Metropolitan  of  Iconium  (Konya).  It  was  here 
that  the  Greek  language  was  not  used  in  the  Church  service,  and  it  is  known  that  the 
four  gospels  and  prayers  were  actually  printed  in  Ottoman  Turkish  script. 

Historically  they  are  of  interest  because  thirty-three  years  later  (after  the  defeat  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  by  the  Allies),  the  Supreme  Allied  Council  concerned  with  the 
occupation  of  Turkey  authorized  the  advance  of  the  Greek  Army  from  its  base  in 
Smyrna.  But  the  Greek  prime  minister  Eeleutherios  Venizelos  (backed  by  Lloyd 
George)  persisted  in  his  ill-advised  attempt  to  snatch  more  than  his  share  of  territory 
in  Anatolia.  The  other  allies,  Italians  and  French,  succeeded  in  halting  the  Greek 
advance  which  gave  Mustafa  Kemal  enough  time  to  reorganize  his  new  army  and 
defenses.  The  Turkish  leader  (who  later  became  Ataturk)  managed,  after  much 
bloodshed  on  both  sides,  to  force  the  invader  back  to  their  homeland  through  the  port 
of  Smyrna,  which  he  destroyed. 

The  Treaty  of  Lausanne  was  signed  and  Ataturk  agreed  to  the  terms  which  included 
the  protection  of  minorities  (a  major  view  of  the  Americans  who  were  observers  to 
the  treaty  negotiations).  The  result  being  the  enforced  exchange  of  the  Christian  and 
Moslem  populations  in  Asia-Minor  and  Greece  (excluding  Constantinople  and 
Western  Thrace)  to  be  completed  by  May,  1923. 

This  was  the  event  which  caused  the  refugees  from  the  village  of  KELBETI  to  find 
a new  home  (after  an  agonizing  trek)  in  Eastern  Macedonia,  very  near  Kavala,  which 
they  called  NEA  KAPBALH  (new  Karvali).2  The  church  they  built  there  was  also 
dedicated  to  Saint  Gregory  the  Theologian. 

References: 


1.  F.  W.  Hasluck.  "The  Levantine  Coinage,  (NChron.  5th  Ser.  VI)  1921 

2.  F.  de  Jong.  Names,  Religions  Denominations  and  Ethnicity  of  Settlements  in 
Western  Thrace.  (1980) 

Also: 

N.  Roudometof.  Regional  Coins  in  Eastern  Macedonia  1880-19 JO  (in  Greek).  1991. 
P.  Kokkas.  Correspondence,  1992. 

******************************************************************** 
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BENT  COINS  AND  AMULETS 


Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  NI  # 2382 

Something  that  has  puzzled  me  for  quite  some  time  is  the  number  of  medieval 
European  coins  that  are  creased  or  bent.  I have  always  supposed  that,  being  generally 
of  a thin  fabric,  a number  would  have  somehow  got  creased  or  bent  by  accident. 
Also,  in  medieval  times,  it  is  well  known  that  small  denominations  were  made  by 
literally  cutting  in  half  - or  even  quarters  - larger  denomination  coins.  Some  bent 
coins  may  therefore  represent  unsuccessful  attempts  at  do-it-yourself  small  change; 
or  a change  of  mind  in  mid-breaking  process  as  a customer  found  he  had  a half  coin 
tucked  in  the  folds  of  his  pocket  after  all.  But  even  allowing  for  these  things,  I had 
the  uneasy  feeling  that  there  were  more  creased  and  bent  coins  around  than  I could 
comfortably  account  for,  so  I was  intrigued  when  I came  upon  the  following  letter 
from  a correspondent  styling  himself  "Puck"  in  the  pages  of  Notes  and  Queries  for 
February  6th  18691: 

"Can  anyone  tell  me  the  origin  of  bending  coins,  and  why  they  should 
be  considered  ’lucky’  on  that  account?  It  is  a very  old  custom,  for  I 
have  coins  of  the  reigns  of  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  which  have  been  made 
’lucky’  greatly  to  their  disfigurement.  I have  searched  several  books 
on  old  customs  and  superstitions,  but  cannot  find  anything  relating  to 
this  one." 

In  the  issue  for  April  17th  18692  came  the  following  reply  from  Henry  T.  Riley: 

"The  practice  of  bending  coins,  for  some  advantage  supposed  to  be 
gained  thereby,  prevailed,  and  perhaps  very  extensively,  in  the  Middle 
Ages. 

When  a sick  person  hoped  to  be  cured  through  the  agency  of  some 
particular  saint,  one  or  more  coins  were  bent  (plicati)  in  honour  of  that 
saint  (ad  sanctum)  in  close  juxtaposition  with  the  patient’s  body,  and 
accompanied  probably  with  an  invocation  to  the  saint.  In  the  case  also 
of  ailing  infants  and  sick  animals,  such  as  horses,  cows,  and  poultry, 
the  coin  was  similarly  bent  over  the  body. 

On  recovery,  the  coin  seems  to  have  been  sometimes  sent  as  a present 
to  the  church  or  shrine  of  the  favouring  saint;  but  in  most  instances  it 
would  seem  to  have  been  retained  by  the  person  who  had  experienced 
the  benefit  of  his  favour;  and  sometimes,  a silver  penny  being  the  coin 
mostly  used,  it  was  gilded  before  being  put  by. 

In  some  cases  again,  after  an  unexpected  recovery,  a silver  penny  was 
bent  in  honour  of  the  saint  to  whose  intervention  the  recovery  was 
supposed  to  be  due,  and  sent  as  a present  to  his  shrine. 
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The  practice,  in  this  point  of  view,  had  probably  died  out  before  the 
Reformation;  but  from  the  reputation  of  good  luck  traditionally 
attending  coins  of  this  description  that  had  been  hoarded  in  families  for 
generations,  it  very  probably  became  a general  impression  that  any 
coin  when  bent  would  bring  good  luck,  and  hence  the  continuance  of 
the  practice. 

Many  particulars  in  reference  to  the  superstitious  practice  of  bending 
coin  in  honour  of  a saint  are  to  be  found  in  the  Miracula  Simonis  de 
Montfort,  published  by  the  Camden  Society  in  1840,  and  edited  by  Mr. 
Halliwell  from  the  Cotton  MS  Vespas.  A.vi." 

This  superstitious  use  of  coins  to  cure  illness  calls  to  mind  another  interesting  letter 
published  in  the  December  15th  1849  issue  of  Notes  and  Queries 3.  In  part  it  read 
as  follows: 

"In  the  Wardrobe  Account  of  the  55th  year  of  Henry  the  Third,  it  is 
stated  that,  among  the  valuables  in  the  charge  of  the  keeper  of  the 
royal  wardrobe,  there  was  a silken  purse,  containing  ’monetam  Sancte 
Helene’.  It  is  well  known  that,  during  the  middle  ages,  many  and 
various  objects  were  supposed  to  possess  talismanic  virtues.  Of  this 
class  were  the  coins  attributed  to  the  mother  of  Constantine,  the 
authenticity  of  which  is  questioned  by  Du  Cange  in  his  treatise  de 
Inferioris  aevi  numismatibus.  He  observes,  also,  that  the  same  name 
was  given,  vulgarly,  to  almost  all  the  coins  of  the  Byzantine  emperors, 
not  only  to  those  bearing  the  effigies  of  St.  Helena,  but  indeed  to  all 
marked  with  a cross,  which  were  commonly  worn  suspended  from  the 
neck  as  phylacteries;  ’hence,’  he  subjoins,  ’we  find  that  these  coins  are 
generally  perforated.’  It  was  quite  in  accordance  with  the  superstitious 
character  of  Henry  the  Third  that  coins  of  St.  Helena  should  be 
preserved  in  his  wardrobe,  among  numerous  other  amulets  and  relics. 

But  what  was  the  peculiar  virtue  attributed  to  such  coins?  Du  Cange, 
in  the  same  treatise,  says,  on  the  authority  of  ’Bosius’,  that  they  were 
a remedy  against  the  ’comitialem  morbum’  or  epilepsy.  The  said 
’Bosius’,  or  rather  ’Bozius’,  wrote  a ponderous  work,  de  Signis 
Ecclesiae  Dei... in  which  he  discourseth  as  follows: 

’Monetae  adhuc  aliquot  exstant,  quae  in  honorem  Helenae 
Augustae,  et  inventae  crucis,  cum  hujusmodi  imaginibus 
excusae  antiquitus  fuerunt.  Illis  est  praesens  remedium 
adversus  morbum  comitialem:  et  qui  hodie  vivit  Turcarum  Rex 
Amurathes,  quamvis  a nobis  alienus,  vim  sanctam  illarum 
expertus  solet  eas  gestare;  e morbo  namque  hujusmodi 
interdum  laborat.  Nummi  quoque  Sancti  Ludovici  Francorum 
regis  mirifice  valent  adversus  nonnullos  morbos.’  - Lib.xv. 
sig.68.4 

This  mention  of  the  sultan  Amurath  carrying  these  coins  about  his 
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person  as  a precaution  against  a disease  to  which  he  was  subject,  and 
indeed  the  whole  passage,  shows  that  a belief  in  their  efficacy  was  still 
prevalent  in  the  sixteenth  century,  when  Bozius  wrote." 


Fig.  1 


The  bronze  coins  of  Helena  are  still  fairly  common  today  (Fig.  1)  and  Byzantine  coins 
"marked  with  a cross",  are  likewise  common  enough  (Figs.  2 & 3),  though  I must  add 


Nevertheless,  as  most  collectors  know,  pierced  coins  do  turn  up,  and  though  many 
will  have  been  pierced  for  use  simply  as  jewellery5,  it  is  interesting  that  there  may 
be  a deeper  - if  superstitious  - reason  behind  at  least  some  of  them! 

Perhaps  the  best  known  of  pierced-coin  amulets  are  English  gold  touch-pieces.  As 
is  well  known,  scrofula  or  the  King’s  Evil,  was  supposed  to  be  curable  by  the  king’s 
touch.  It  was  Henry  VII,  apparently,  who  introduced  the  practice  of  presenting  those 
touched  with  a small  gold  or  silver  coin  known  as  a touch-piece.  The  coin  was 
supposed  to  act  as  a talisman  against  the  return  of  the  affliction.  During  the  Tudor 
and  early  Stuart  periods  the  gold  angel  (Fig.  4)  was  used,  its  power  probably  being 
supposed  to  derive  from  the  obverse  image  of  St.  Michael  slaying  the  dragon  of 
Satan.  They  are  often  found  pierced  (Fig.  5),  and  the  likelihood  is  that  most  were 
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pierced  so  that  they  could  be  hung  around  the  neck  and  worn  as  talismans,  though 
some  may  well  have  been  pierced  simply  to  be  worn  as  jewellery.  Under  Charles  I 
the  last  gold  angels  were  struck,  but  under  Charles  II  special  gold  medalets  were 
minted  and  issued  instead.  These  bore  the  same  St.  Michael  and  Ship  types  as  the 
angel,  but  carried  the  reverse  legend  "Soli  Deo  Gloria"  (To  God  alone  be  the  glory). 

There  is  an  account  in  Notes  and  Queries  for  October  1st  1887* 1 2 3 4 * 6  of  the  finding  of 
such  a Charles  II  touch-piece  by  a gardener  working  in  his  allotment  at  Lytham  in 
Lancashire,  and  two  letters  relating  to  it  in  the  issue  of  November  5th  18877.  The 
second  of  these  says  that  an  account  of  the  ceremony  of  touching  for  the  evil  is  given 
in  Sir  William  Lower’s  Relation  of  the  Voiage  and  Residence  of. .Charles  II  in 
Holland  from  the  25  of  May  to  the  2 of  June  1660  (p.  74-8),  and  quotes  the  following 
paragraph: 

"For  as  much  as  the  Angels,  which  is  a kind  of  gold  so  named  because 
it  hath  the  figure  of  an  Angel  upon  it,  are  so  rare  that  they  scarce  be 
gotten,  especially  in  these  Provinces;  the  King  useth  ordinarily,  as  he 
did  on  the  present  occasion,  the  ten  shillings  peeces,  which  are  near  of 
the  same  value." 

It  would  appear,  then,  that  if  St.  Michael  wasn’t  around  to  slay  the  dragon  of  scrofula, 
the  going  rate  for  buying  him  off  was  ten  shillings 


A note  on  the  illustrations:  Fig.  1 is  an  AE3  of  Helena;  Fig.  2 is  a silver  miliaresion 
of  Leo  VI  (886-912);  Fig.  3 an  anonymous  bronze  follis  attributed  to  Romanus  III 
(1028-1034);  Figs.  4 & 5 gold  angels  of  Charles  I.  The  potential  talismanic  power 
of  Fig.  3 is  interesting:  the  obverse  is  supposed  to  depict  Christ  holding  the  Gospels; 
the  reverse  legend  signified  "Jesus  Christ  King  of  Kings". 


Notes. 


1.  4th  Series,  Vol.  3,  p.  126. 

2.  4th  Series,  Vol.  3,  p.  370. 

3.  1st  Series,  Vol.  1,  p.  100. 

4.  A rough  translation  of  this  passage  by  my  friend  Gerry  McCoy  runs  as  follows: 

"A  few  of  the  coins  struck  in  honour  of  Helena  Augusta,  and  the 

discovery  of  the  cross,  showing  her  likeness,  are  still  in  existence.  A 

protection  against  epilepsy  is  afforded  by  these  coins,  and  there  is 
living  today  Amurath  King  of  the  Turks,  greatly  distant  from  us,  who, 
having  experienced  the  holy  power  of  the  coins,  is  accustomed  to  carry 
them;  for  indeed  he  is  somedmes  afflicted  with  this  disease.  The  coins 
of  St  Louis  King  of  the  French  miraculously  protect  against  several 
illnesses." 
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Note  that  Helena  was  supposed  to  have  found,  in  Jerusalem,  in  the  year  AD  328,  the 
True  Cross  on  which  Christ  was  crucified  - see,  for  example,  John  W.  Wright’s 
Curious  Facts,  Myths,  Legends  and  Superstitions  Concerning  Jesus  (1894),  p.61-2. 
Amurath  King  of  the  Turks  is  probably  Murad  III  (1574-1595). 

5.  I cannot  resist  adding  that  a dealer  friend  was  approached  recently  for  a matching 
pair  of  Tiberius  denarii  by  a customer  who  wanted  them  for  a pair  of  earrings! 

I wonder,  too,  how  many  readers  of  the  NI  Bulletin  are,  like  me,  indebted  to  the 
perforations  of  the  past  for  the  presence  in  their  collections  of  rare  specimens  they 
could  not  have  afforded  in  an  intact  state!  I have  a silver  siliqua  of  Constantine  III 
which  is  in  an  EF  state  apart  from  a neat  little  hole  at  the  top  of  the  coin  where  it  has 
been  pierced  for  suspension,  presumably  as  a pendant.  Without  that  little  hole,  the 
coin  would  have  been  well  and  truly  outside  my  price  range! 

Talking  of  coin-jewellery,  there  is  an  interesting  letter  form  a "P.A.L."  in  the  Notes 
and  Queries  for  October  1st  1870  (4th  Series,  Vol.  6,  p.  271)  and  which  forms  a coda 
to  our  section  on  bent  coins.  It  quotes  a passage  from  a sixteenth  century  French 
book  in  which  is  described  a social  gathering  at  which  the  Scottish  Duke  of  Argyle 
was  present,  and  an  un-named  young  dandy.  By  way  of  a rich  man’s  prank,  the  latter 
took  out  a number  of  gold  nobles  which,  having  been  bent,  served  as  golden  buttons 
to  the  ribbons  of  the  dress  (deschiquetures  du  robbon)  of  the  aforementioned  Duke, 
after  the  fashion  of  the  day. 

6.  7th  Series,  Vol.  4,  p.  266. 

7.  7th  Series,  Vol.  4,  p.  376-7. 

A UTOPIAN  WORLD 


In  1948  the  Medallic  Art  Co.  struck  25  silver  Utopia  Dollars  - pseudo  coins.  The 
obverse  has:  UTOPIA  MVNDVS  VNVM  A WORLD  UNITED  1948,  with  a dragon 
over  a flying  eagle.  The  reverse  has:  NVMMVS  ARGENTEVS  900  FINE,  and  the 
world  globe  that  is  within  a wreath. 
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(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


THE  BRAHMANYA  TYPE  SILVER 
COIN  AND  ITS  ATTRIBUTION 

Devendra  Handa,  Chandigarh,  India,  NI  # 2404 


In  a recently  published  paper,  P.  L.  Gupta  has  rejected  the  attribution  of  the  unique 
silver  coin  of  Brahmanyadeva  type  to  the  Yaudheyas.1  Since  this  coin  has  an 
important  bearing  on  the  attribution  of  a whole  series  of  copper  coins,  its  correct 
attribution  has  far  reaching  implications  for  the  history  and  coinage  of  the  Yaudheyas. 
It  is  proposed  to  discuss  it  more  analytically  here. 

Yaudheya  coins  were  brought  to  light  for  the  first  time  by  Captain  Cautley  from 
Behat  in  district  Saharanpur,  U.P.,  in  1834.2  Some  more  coins  from  the  same  site 
were  published  in  1835.3  These  coins  were  included  in  Prinsep’s  Essays  in  1858.4 
The  credit  of  bringing  to  light  the  first  silver  coin  of  the  Y audheyas,  which  remains 
until  now  the  only  known  coin  of  the  tribe  in  white  metal,  however,  goes  to 
Alexander  Cunningham  who  published  it  in  his  "Report  of  a Tour  in  the  Punjab  in 
1878-79"  as  a "very  curious  silver  coin  of  a Brahmanical  chief  of  the  Yaudheyas, 
Brahmana  Deva,  a worshipper  of  Bhagavata."5  He  also  remarked  that  "Some  years 
ago  Major  Herschel,  of  the  Engineers,  kindly  presented  me  with  a large  number  of 
copper  coins  of  this  chief;  but  the  name  of  Yaudheya,  which  is  found  on  the  silver 
coin,  does  not  form  part  of  their  legend."6  He  righdy  observed  that  these  copper 
coins  varied  only  slightly  from  those  published  earlier  by  Prinsep.  He  placed  these 
coins  tentatively  between  100  B.C.  to  100  A.D.7  Cunningham  described  his  silver 
coin  as  follows: 

Round  silver  coin,  slightly  broken  at  one  edge,  weight  26  grains. 

Unique. 


Obverse  - Six-headed  male  figure  standing  to  front,  holding  a spear 
in  the  right  hand,  the  left  hand  resting  on  the  hip. 
Inscription,  the  coin  (sic.)  in  Indian  letters  of  an  early 
date,  Bhdgavato  Swdmina  Brdhmanya  Yaudheya. 
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Reverse  - 


Rayed  female  figure  standing  to  front  with  right  hand 
upraised,  and  left  hand  resting  on  the  hip.  Beneath  her 
feet  a vase,  to  the  right  a Buddhi  (sic.)  tree  surrounded 
by  a Buddhist  railing;  to  the  left  a Chaitya,  surrounded 
by  Dharma  Chakra,  or  a "holy  wheel"  symbol;  the 
whole  surrounded  by  a circle  of  dots.8 

Cunningham  republished  this  coin  in  1891  telling  us  that  "the  silver  piece  and 
upwards  of  300  copper  pieces,  were  all  found  between  the  Satlej  and  Jamna  Rivers."9 
He  attributed  all  the  copper  coins  showing  six-headed  deity  to  the  Yaudheyas  on  the 
basis  of  this  silver  piece.  This  time,  however,  he  read  the  legend  on  the  silver  coin 
as  Bhagavato  Swamina  Brahmana  Yaudheya.10  Six  years  later,  Rapson  also  included 
this  silver  coin  in  his  account  of  the  Yaudheyas,  taking  Cunningham’s  obverse  as  his 
reverse,  and  deciphering  the  legend  as  Bhagavata  Svamina  Brahmanya[Deva] 
Yaudheya....11  He  assigned  the  coins  of  this  type  to  a period  later  than  those  bearing 
the  legend  Yaudheya-ganasya  jaya }2  Rapson  held  Brahmanya  Deva  to  be  a 

Yaudheya  king.13 

In  1906,  Smith  observed  that  "The  unique  silver  coin  was  procured  by  Cunningham’s 
collector  at  Saharanpur  ( CAJ .,  pp.  75,79;  Mr.  Rodgers)."14  Rodgers  had  also 
collected  copper  coins  of  the  six-headed  deity  type  from  Jagadhari  during  1888-89.15 
Smith,  published  some  more  copper  coins  of  this  type  and  held  that  "The  big,  rude 
pieces  of  the  chief  who  calls  himself  Svami  Brahmanya  Yaudheya  may  be  assigned 
to  the  second  century  A.D."16 

By  1936  when  Allan  prepared  his  Catalogue  of  the  Coins  of  Ancient  India  in  the 
British  Museum,  London,  the  collection  had  grown  quite  rich  and  included  specimens 
obtained  from  Prinsep,  Thomas,  Cunningham,  Eden,  Clive  Bayley,  Bush,  Whitehead, 
Rodgers,  W.  S.  Talbot,  Spink,  J.  P.  Rawlins,  J.  Horne,  Swiney  etc.17  most  of  whom 
had  collected  their  coins  from  the  Punjab  of  the  pre-partition  days.  Allan  classified 
the  Yaudheya  coins  into  six  classes:  Classes  1,  2 and  5 datable  to  2nd- 1st  century 
B.C.;  Classes  3 and  4 to  2nd  century  A.D.  and  Class  6 to  3rd-4th  century  A.D.  He 
put  the  silver  coin  in  Class  3 and  observed  that  "it  is  later  in  date,  and  is  closely 
connected  in  style  and  type  with  the  coinage  of  the  Kunindas."  He  deciphered  the 
legend  as  Bhagavata-svamino-Brahmanya  Yaudheya  noting  that  "A  space  between  nya 
and  Yau  suggests  that  we  should  supply  sa  from  the  copper  coins."18  He,  thus, 
suggested  that  the  legend  should  be  read  as  Yaudheya-bhagavata-svamino  Brahmanya 
(sa  or  sya),  "Of  Brahmanya  (a  name  of  Karttikeya),  the  divine  lord  of  the 
Yaudheyas".  He  also  observed  that  "the  copper  coins  of  this  series  are  much  more 
numerous;  they  are  of  very  rough  workmanship  and  have  very  fragmentary  legends. 
As  on  the  coins  of  the  Kunindas  the  inscriptions  vary  between  Sanskrit  and  Prakrit. 
The  full  form  is  Bhagavata-Svamino-Brahmanya-devasya  (or  sa)  Kumarasya  (or  sa) 
’Of  Kumara  the  divine  lord  Brahmanyadeva’,  again  alluding  to  the  war-god  of  the 
type."19  We  thus  see  that  Allan  found  the  copper  types  similar  to  the  silver  one  and 
dated  them  to  second  century  A.D. 

S.  K.  Chakraborti  also  attributed  the  silver  and  copper  Brahmanyadeva  type  coins  to 
the  Yaudheyas  restoring  the  legend  as  Bhagavatah  svamino  Brahmanyadevasya 
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Reverse  - 


Rayed  female  figure  standing  to  front  with  right  hand 
upraised,  and  left  hand  resting  on  the  hip.  Beneath  her 
feet  a vase,  to  the  right  a Buddhi  (sic.)  tree  surrounded 
by  a Buddhist  railing;  to  the  left  a Chaitya,  surrounded 
by  Dharma  Chakra,  or  a "holy  wheel"  symbol;  the 
whole  surrounded  by  a circle  of  dots.8 

Cunningham  republished  this  coin  in  1891  telling  us  that  "the  silver  piece  and 
upwards  of  300  copper  pieces,  were  all  found  between  the  Satlej  and  Jamna  Rivers."9 
He  attributed  all  the  copper  coins  showing  six-headed  deity  to  the  Yaudheyas  on  the 
basis  of  this  silver  piece.  This  time,  however,  he  read  the  legend  on  the  silver  coin 
as  Bhdgavato  Swamina  Brahmana  Yaudheya.10  Six  years  later,  Rapson  also  included 
this  silver  coin  in  his  account  of  the  Yaudheyas,  taking  Cunningham’s  obverse  as  his 
reverse,  and  deciphering  the  legend  as  Bhagavata  Svamina  BrahmanyafDevaJ 
Yaudheya...}1  He  assigned  the  coins  of  this  type  to  a period  later  than  those  bearing 
the  legend  Yaudheya-ganasya  jaya.n  Rapson  held  Brahmanya  Deva  to  be  a 
Yaudheya  king.13 

In  1906,  Smith  observed  that  "The  unique  silver  coin  was  procured  by  Cunningham’s 
collector  at  Saharanpur  ( CA.I .,  pp.  75,79;  Mr.  Rodgers)."14  Rodgers  had  also 
collected  copper  coins  of  the  six-headed  deity  type  from  Jagadhari  during  1888-89.15 
Smith,  published  some  more  copper  coins  of  this  type  and  held  that  "The  big,  rude 
pieces  of  the  chief  who  calls  himself  Svami  Brahmanya  Yaudheya  may  be  assigned 
to  the  second  century  A.D."16 

By  1936  when  Allan  prepared  his  Catalogue  of  the  Coins  of  Ancient  India  in  the 
British  Museum,  London,  the  collection  had  grown  quite  rich  and  included  specimens 
obtained  from  Prinsep,  Thomas,  Cunningham,  Eden,  Clive  Bayley,  Bush,  Whitehead, 
Rodgers,  W.  S.  Talbot,  Spink,  J.  P.Rawlins,  J.  Home,  Swiney  etc.17  most  of  whom 
had  collected  their  coins  from  the  Punjab  of  the  pre-partition  days.  Allan  classified 
the  Yaudheya  coins  into  six  classes:  Classes  1,  2 and  5 datable  to  2nd- 1st  century 
B.C.;  Classes  3 and  4 to  2nd  century  A.D.  and  Class  6 to  3rd-4th  century  A.D.  He 
put  the  silver  coin  in  Class  3 and  observed  that  "it  is  later  in  date,  and  is  closely 
connected  in  style  and  type  with  the  coinage  of  the  Kunindas."  He  deciphered  the 
legend  as  Bhagavata-svamino-Brahmanya  Yaudheya  noting  that  "A  space  between  nya 
and  Yau  suggests  that  we  should  supply  sa  from  the  copper  coins."18  He,  thus, 
suggested  that  the  legend  should  be  read  as  Yaudheya-bhagavata-svamino  Brahmanya 
(sa  or  sya),  "Of  Brahmanya  (a  name  of  Karttikeya),  the  divine  lord  of  the 
Yaudheyas".  He  also  observed  that  "the  copper  coins  of  this  series  are  much  more 
numerous;  they  are  of  very  rough  workmanship  and  have  very  fragmentary  legends. 
As  on  the  coins  of  the  Kunindas  the  inscriptions  vary  between  Sanskrit  and  Prakrit. 
The  full  form  is  Bhdgavata-Svamino-Brahmanya-devasya  (or  sa)  Kumarasya  (or  sa) 
’Of  Kumara  the  divine  lord  Brahmanyadeva’,  again  alluding  to  the  war-god  of  the 
type."19  We  thus  see  that  Allan  found  the  copper  types  similar  to  the  silver  one  and 
dated  them  to  second  century  A.D. 

S.  K.  Chakraborti  also  attributed  the  silver  and  copper  Brahmanyadeva  type  coins  to 
the  Yaudheyas  restoring  the  legend  as  Bhagavatah  sv  amino  Brahmanyadevasya 
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meaning  "coin  of  (dedicated  to)  Almighty  Lord  Brahmanyadeva".20  He  observed 
that  "Here  Brahmanyadeva  is  not  the  name  of  a king  as  presumed  by  Smith.  It  is 
surely  the  national  god  Karttikeya , the  war-god,  to  whom  the  warlike  Yaudheyas 
dedicated  their  coins.  Whatever  doubt  we  might  have  is  set  at  rest  by  the  substitution 
of  Kumdrasa,  another  name  of  Karttikeya  for  Brahmanyadevasya  in  some  of  the 
coins..."21 

In  1940,  Prayag  Dayal  published  a hoard  of  164  Karttikeya  type  copper  coins 
(discovered  in  1936)  from  village  Panjya,  Khat  Bana,  in  Jaunsar  Bawar,  Tahsil 
Chakrata  of  district  Dehra  Dun,  U.P.  He  observed  some  new  symbols  and  animals 
also  on  these  coins  assignable  to  the  second  century  A.D.22  In  1956,  S.  C.  Kala  also 
brought  to  light  a hoard  of  119  copper  coins  found  from  Lansdowne  in  the  Garhwal 
district,  U.P.,  of  which  56  coins  belonged  to  the  six-headed  Karttikeya  type  which  he 
assigned  to  the  third  century  A.D.23  Recently  more  coins  of  this  type  have  been 
published  from  Tehri-Garhwal,  Chakkar  in  district  Mandi,  Himachal  Pradesh  and  from 
the  Siwalik  hills.24 

J.  N.  Banerjea  had  suggested  that  the  word  Bhagavata  in  the  legends  of  both  the 
silver  and  copper  coins  should  be  read  as  Bhagavato.25  Accepting  this  suggestion, 
D.  C.  Sircar  deciphered  the  legend  on  the  silver  coin  as  Bhagavato  Svamino 
Brahmanyasya  Yaudheyanam  "[coin]  of  the  Divine  Lord  Brahmanya.  (Coin)  of  the 
Yaudheyas."26 

Following  Allan,  M.  K.  Sharan,27  Bela  Lahiri28  and  K.  K.  Dasgupta29  also  regard 
the  unique  silver  and  extensive  copper  coins,  closely  connected  in  style  and  type  with 
the  Kuninda  coins,  as  belonging  to  the  Yaudheyas.  Bela  Lahiri,  however,  reads  the 
Brahml  legend  on  the  obverse  of  the  silver  coin  as  Bhagavatah  Svamino 
Brahmanyasya  (or  sa ) Yaudheyasya  (or  sa).  She  follows  Allan  in  dating  these  coins 
to  the  later  second  century  A.D.30  Dasgupta  assigns  them  "to  the  second  century  or 
the  early  part  of  the  third  century  A.D."31  In  contrast  to  the  views  of  all  the  scholars 
mentioned  above,  Mitchiner  dates  the  silver  coin  to  late  second  century  B.C.  and 
reads  the  legend  as  Bhagavata  svamino  Brahmanya  Yaudheya .32 

We  thus  see  that  most  of  the  scholars  who  have  dealt  with  the  Yaudheya  coins, 
mentioned  above  and  even  those  who  have  made  references  to  these  coins,33  have 
followed  Cunningham  and  Allan  in  attributing  the  silver  piece  and  the  six-headed 
Karttikeya  type  copper  coins  to  the  Yaudheyas.  Also,  most  of  the  scholars  date  these 
coins  to  the  later  second  century  or  the  third  century  A.D. 

As  noted  above,  P.  L.  Gupta  has  rejected  the  attribution  of  the  silver  coin  to  the 
Yaudheyas.  He  observes  that  "Allan  has  read  the  Brahml  legend  as  Bhagavata- 
svamino  Brahmanya  Yaudheya.  His  reading  of  the  tail  portion  of  the  legend  as 
Yaudheya  is  very  dubious.  A big  portion  of  the  coin,  towards  the  edge  containing  the 
legend  is  broken  and  missing.  This  is  quite  clear  in  the  illustration,  given  in  the 
Catalogue  [Allan,  PI.  XXXIX.  21].  From  XII  to  VI  o’clock,  the  edge  portion  is  all 
gone;  nothing  of  the  legend  is  available  on  that  side  except  the  trace  of  a letter  at 
about  V o’clock.  Then  from  VI  to  IX  o’clock  only  a faint  trace  of  the  legend  is 
available;  it  is  difficult  to  make  out  anything  of  these  traces.  It  is  only  between  IX 
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and  XII  o’clock  that  a few  truncated  letters  may  be  seen;  and  of  them  only  Brahma 
is  fairly  clear;  the  preceding  letters  may  be  presumed  to  be  svamina.  On  the  basis  of 
these  few  letters,  it  may  only  be  surmised  that  the  legend  on  the  coin  might  be 
Bhagavato  Svamino  Brahmanya  and  that  it  ended  with  any  word  like  Yaudheya  is 
simply  a conjecture."34 

He  remarks  further  "that  the  coin  does  not  belong  to  the  Yaudheyas  may  now 
convincingly  be  asserted  on  the  basis  of  the  evidence  of  a hoard  of  copper  coins  that 
was  discovered  in  early  seventies  at  Chakkar  in  Mandi  district  of  Himachal 

Pradesh The  importance  of  the  hoard  for  our  purpose  lies  in  the  fact  that  it 

included  quite  a few  coins  which  are  of  the  same  fabric  and  execution  as  is  the 
aforementioned  silver  coin;  and  they  also  have  the  obverse  and  reverse  motifs  as  well 
as  the  legend  of  the  silver  coin,  i.e.  Bhagavato  Svamino  Brahmanya  devasya.  The 
legend  on  the  coins  (sic.)  are  mostly  fragmentary.  None  of  them  discloses  any 
vestiges  of  the  word  Yaudheya  to  attribute  them  to  that  people  or  clan."35 

On  the  basis  of  the  close  similarity  of  the  Brahamanya  coins  with  those  of  the 
Kuninda  coins,  Gupta  thinks  that  whosoever  issued  these  coins,  if  not  the  Kunindas 
themselves,  were  close  to  Kunindas  in  time  and  space.  He  assigns  these  coins  to 
circa  first  century  B.C.  when  the  Yaudheyas  were  issuing  Bull-Elephant  type  (Class 
2)  coins  with  the  legend  Yaudheyanam  Bahudhahake  which  are  entirely  different  in 
fabric,  execution,  motifs  and  legend.  "It  is  unthinkable,"  he  observes,  "that  the 
Yaudheyas  existed  simultaneously  in  two  different  areas  more  than  300  kilometers 
apart,  and  had  issued  two  different  types  of  coins.  This,  by  itself,  sets  at  rest  the 
fallacious  belief  that  the  silver  coin  was  related  in  any  way  to  the  Yaudheyas."36 

It  is  well  over  a century  since  the  silver  coin  was  brought  to  light.  But  for  very 
minor  amendations  of  vowel  marks,  the  legend,  the  word  Yaudheya  in  particular,  has 
never  been  questioned  earlier  by  any  scholar,  even  though  the  coin  has  been  referred 
to,  described,  discussed  and  illustrated  by  a host  of  savants  mentioned  above.  It  is 
to  be  noted  that  Rapson  had  put  dot  marks  after  the  word  Yaudheya  indicating  that 
he  felt  that  the  legend  or  the  last  word  (i.e.  Yaudheya)  was  not  complete.37  Sircar 
read  this  last  word  as  Yaudheyanam  .38  P.  L.  Gupta  remarks  that  the  coin  was 
examined  by  him  during  one  of  his  visits  to  London  and  to  the  British  Museum  Coin 
Room.39  We  have  also  examined  this  coin  in  the  British  Museum,  London  on  2.  9. 
1991  and  feel  fully  convinced  of  the  existence  of  the  tribal  name  Yaudheya  on  it.40 
An  examination  of  the  published  illustrations  even  makes  the  whole  legend  clear.  The 
legend  begins  at  III  o’clock  and  ends  between  I and  II  o’clock,  with  traces  of  sa  after 
Brahmanya.  Of  course  the  upper  parts  of  the  letters  are  truncated  but  what  survives 
is  sufficient  to  make  out  the  legend  satisfactorily.  The  word  Yaudheya,  the  very 
existence  of  which  has  been  doubted  by  P.  L.  Gupta,  can  be  seen  between  III  and  V 
o’clock.  He  must  have  perhaps  himself  felt  convinced  of  the  existence  of  the  name 
of  the  Yaudheya  tribe  on  the  silver  coin  had  he  examined  very  carefully  the 
illustrations  of  this  coin  in  most  of  the  publications,  Cunningham’s  Coins  of  Ancient 
India,  PI.  VI.  9 and  Mitchiner’s  Types  598  and  940  in  particular.  There  can 
absolutely  be  no  doubt  to  the  existence  of  the  three  letters  Ya  dha  ya  between  III  and 
V o’clock  (see  illustration).41 
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The  foregoing  discussion,  thus,  makes  it  clear  that  the  six-headed  Brahmanya  type 
silver  coin  contains  the  name  of  the  tribe  in  the  legend  and  there  is  absolutely  no 
valid  ground  to  reject  its  attribution  to  the  Yaudheyas. 

The  advent  of  the  Kushanas  ushered  in  an  era  of  hard  struggle  for  the  Yaudheyas. 
The  recent  excavations  at  Khokrakot  reveal  that  the  Kushanas  occupied  Rohtak  in  the 
first  century  A.D.42  Hard  pressed  by  the  Kushanas,  the  Yaudheyas  of  Bahudhanyaka 
seem  to  have  moved  closer  to  the  southern  Siwaliks.  The  warlike  people  may  have 
been  trying  all  the  time  to  reorganise  themselves  to  take  back  their  lost  territory  at  an 
opportune  moment.  Some  other  Kshatriya  tribes  too  may  have  accepted  their 
leadership  and  helped  them.  They  probably  tried  to  retrieve  their  land  after  the  death 
of  Huvishka  and  his  successor  Vasudeva  had  to  curb  them.  He  may  have  sent  his 
forces  against  the  Yaudheyas  and  also  directed  his  ally  Rudradaman  to  help  him  in 
his  mission.  Though  the  Yaudheyas  failed  in  their  endeavour  yet  they  seem  to  have 
fought  very  valiantly.43  They  had  no  option  now  but  to  expand  towards  the  hills. 
Here  they  came  closer  to  the  Kunindas,  the  southern  or  south-eastern  part  of  whose 
territory  touched  the  Yaudheya  dominions  towards  its  north.  The  Yaudheyas  probably 
started  issuing  their  silver  coins  of  20  ratti  weight  standard  under  the  influence  of  and 
for  their  commercial  transactions  with  the  Kunindas.  Another  possibility  is  that  they 
wrested  this  territory  from  the  Kunindas  and  started  issuing  coins  imitating  their  coin- 
motifs. The  scarcity  of  the  silver  coins,  however,  indicates  that  they  could  not 
continue  issuing  silver  currency  and  soon  took  to  copper.  These  copper  coins  had  the 
fabric  and  execution  as  the  silver  coin  along  with  similar  obverse  and  reverse  motifs. 
They,  however,  dropped  the  tribal  name  from  the  legend  as  they  now  administered 
their  territory  in  the  name  of  their  favourite  war-god  Karttikeya,  known  also  as 
Brahmanyadeva  and  Kumara.  Copper  coins  resembling  the  silver  ones  in  fabric, 
execution,  motifs  and  weight  standard  were  obtained  by  Cunningham44  and 
Rawlins45  and  also  form  part  of  the  Chakkar  hoard.46  Similar  coins  of  larger  fabric 
and  heavy  weight  are,  however,  more  common  and  probably  later  in  date.  The 
adoption  of  the  title  Svami47  and  the  word  darma 48  on  some  varieties,  and  the  poor 
minting  technique  of  these  coins  well  reflect  the  conditions  through  which  the 
Yaudheyas  were  passing  now.  They,  however,  seem  to  have  continued  striking  this 
type  till  they  remained  confined  to  the  Himalayan  hills  for  about  a century.  With  the 
weakening  of  the  Kushana  power  in  about  the  middle  of  the  third  century  A.D.  they 
descended  into  the  plains  and  reasserted  their  power  in  a much  wider  area  now  as 
indicated  by  the  provenance  of  their  coins  of  class  649  bearing  the  legend  Yaudheya- 
ganasya  jaya.50 
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NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

Production  of  English  Hammered  Coins. 

Edward  I (1272)  "as  appears  by  the  Red  Book  in  the  Exchequer)  ’amongst  other  great 
Atchievements  of  his  most  prudent  Government’,  left  that  of  restoring  and  establishing 
good  Monies  for  the  Use  of  the  People,  to  recommend  his  Name  to  subsequent 
Generations.  He  sent  for  Mr.  William  de  Turnemire,  and  his  Brother  Peter,  and 
others,  from  Marseilles,  and  one  Friscobald,  and  his  companions  from  Florence,  and 
employ’d  them  in  the  working  Money,  which  Money,  as  appears  by  the  said  Book, 
was  made  in  this  manner;  First  it  was  cast  from  the  melting  Pot  into  long  Bars;  those 
Bars  were  cut  with  Sheers  into  square  Pieces  of  exact  Weights;  then  with  the  Tongs 
and  Hammer  they  were  forg’d  into  a round  Shape;  after  which  they  were  blanch’d, 
(that  is,  made  white  or  refulgent  by  nealing  or  boiling)  and  afterwards  stamp’d  or 
impressed  with  an  Hammer  to  make  them  perfect  Money." 

Taken  from  Leake,  Nummi  britannici 
historia  (1726),  pp.  15-16. 

(Submitted  by  David  Block) 
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BOOK  NEWS  &L  REVIEWS 


CONSTANTINE'S  DAFNE  COINAGE  AT  CONSTANTINOPLE.  ByR.S.Sp«ck& 
Stephen  M.  Huston.  San  Francisco,  1992.  Cardcovers,  12  pp.,  photographic  plates 
and  line  drawings.  Available  from  Stephen  M.  Huston,  P.O.  Box  193621,  San 
Francisco,  California  94119-3621.  Price  is  $5.00  postpaid. 

R.S.  Speck  is  a collector  specializing  in  coinage  from  the  Severan  dynasty  through  the 
reign  of  Constantine.  Stephen  M.  Huston  is  a dealer  in  ancient  coinages.  This  study  is 
the  result  of  numerous  discussions  between  the  authors  which  arose  from  attempts  to 
place  a coin  of  the  Dafne  type  into  its  chronological  order.  R.S.  Speck  originally 
prepared  a short  study  on  the  rarity  of  the  piece,  offering  it  for  information  and  comment 
to  Stephen  M.  Huston.  Their  subsequent  discussions  and  revisions  over  the  next  several 
months  resulted  in  the  publication  of  this  study. 

The  coinage  of  Constantinople  with  Dafne  reverse  has  long  been  recognized  as  very 
scarce  and  historic,  but  the  interpretations  and  arrangement  given  in  most  texts  fail  to 
place  it  in  perspective,  either  historically  or  chronologically.  The  Dafne  coinage  type 
has  been  described  as  the  first  overtly  Christian  coin  design  from  a Roman  mint  because 
the  reverse  portrays  Constantine  as  Dafne  turning  away  from  the  symbols  of  the  pagan 
religion  (Apollo  and  Sol)  toward  the  palm,  the  symbol  of  Christianity. 

The  work  discusses  the  reasons  for  the  issuance  of  this  type  only  from  the  new  mint  of 
Constantinople  during  its  construction  as  the  new  capitol  and  examines  the  production 
by  the  gold  mint  and  the  introduction  of  new  portraits.  It  also  contains  a revised 
chronology,  descriptions  of  previously  unlisted  and  inadequately  described  varieties, 
and  revised  rarity  ratings  for  all  varities  accompany  the  study  of  this  popular  type. 
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THE  CHARLTON  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  CANADIAN  COINS.  Revised 
by  W.K.  Cross.  Soft  bound,  288  pp.,  photographs,  valuations,  and  tables.  Avail- 
able from  The  Company  of  Adventurers,  2010  Yonge  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario, 
M4S  1Z9,  Canada.  Price  is  $9.50  Canadian  postpaid. 

The  book  catalogues  legal  tender  coinage  used  in  Canada  from  the  issues  of  the  French 
colonial  regime  through  the  1992  coinage.  Specimen  coins,  collector  coins  and  sets, 
patterns,  trial  pieces,  official  fabrications,  and  test  tokens  are  also  catalogued.  The  book 
contains  more  than  1250  photographs  and  8000  valuations.  All  valuations  have  been 
completely  reviewed  and  revised  to  reflect  current  market  trends. 

A 30  page  introductory  section,  a 21  page  illustrated  grading  section,  and  a section  on 
the  manufacture  of  Canadian  coins  begins  the  catalogue.  Tables  on  the  gold  and  silver 
content  of  Canadian  coins,  the  bullion  value  of  Canadian  coins,  and  a two  page  glossary 
of  numismatic  terms  concludes  the  catalogue. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


James  O.  Sweeny,  P.  O.  Box  1177,  Htehlands,  NC  28741:  WANTED  for  my  Turn 
of  Century  collection:  German  Nurnberg  1 Kreuzer  1799  Krause  C34  (Father  Time 
//  denomination),  and  Morocco  150  Dirhams  AH1401/1980  Krause  Y74.  Will  pay 
any  reasonable  price.  Please  write.  All  letters  answered. 

Ralph  A.  Cannito,  P.  O.  Box  304,  Washington,  NJ  07882:  WANTED  - 

Islamic/ Arabic  hammered  silver  coinage,  from  622  AD  to  1900  AD;  especially 
interested  in  rupees,  multiple  and  Nazarana  rupees  of  Afghanistan,  Indian  Princely 
States  and  the  Mughal  Empire.  Also  interested  in  Ottoman  & Persian  Empire  silver 
coinage  and  many  others.  Buying  one  coin  or  a collection.  Dealers  and  collectors 
offers  are  welcome. 

Richard  Bode,  P.  O.  Box  1151,  Emporia,  Kansas  66801:  Philippine  Guerrilla 
currency  wanted.  Especially  needed  are  notes  from  the  scarcer  provinces  - Lanao, 
Romblon,  Misamis  Oriental,  Culion,  Masbate,  and  municipal  notes  from  Leyte  and 
Samar.  Will  buy  or  trade  for  other  guerrilla  notes  or  for  world  coins. 

Phil  Wing,  P.  O.  Drawer  58204,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45258:  British  Coins  Wanted  - 
All  Hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  or  Better.  All  silver  coins  1660-1760  VF 
or  better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  Better.  Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins. 
Please  send  or  write. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  See  page  30  of  this  issue  for  rules  regarding 
sending  items  in  for  attribution. 

******************************************************************** 

HENRY  V GREVESMUEHLEN  TALER 


The  German  Republic  of  Mecklenburg-Schwerin  in  1540  issued  a Grevesmuehlen 
Taler  for  Henry  V.  The  obverse  has  a half  figure  of  a man  wearing  a cap,  while  the 
reverse  has  the  five  shields  forming  the  arms. 


48 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


